WEAK VERBS

The presence of certain letters within the verbal root can affect the way in which verbal forms are produced.

There are 5 main groups of weak verbs:

1.

A ol O

Verbs beginning with » [1]

Verbs containing a guttural (laryngeals / pharyngeals) # “A [ TT ¥ 7] or r [7].
Verbs containing aleph ’ [N]

Verbs containing either w or y [* 7].

Verbs with identical second and third radicals (geminate verbs) [e.g. \/‘7‘73.7].

The basic features of these Aramaic weak verb forms are as follows:

1.

L.n (or Pe Nun): When a nun is the first root letter, and it has no vowel, it is often (but not always!)
assimilated to the following radical. (Which in pronunciation would have been doubled.)

Affects: G (impf., impv.); H/ A (pf., impf., ptc., inf.).

Examples:
G impf. S2M VX1 (to lift up) (%) xwn (< RPIM) | But RWIN is also found!
G impv. SM T3 (to go down) (o) on (< D) | All G impv. forms lose nun.
Apf.S3M P21 (to go out) (PER) paN (<PEIR*) | In BA PEIT. Cf. EA P3M
PRI
H impf. S3M VP21 (to go out) (pam) parm (<PEITY) | But PRI and PO (A
form) are also found!

A tiny group of verbs with I or II Jamed can behave in a similar way to L.n verbs, although in practice
this is quite rare in EA: e.g. ﬂP’?, P‘?O, and probably also '['7;'[

Examples:

G impf. P3M VTP (to take) Q) WP | (<P | MPS* is also found, and
is retained in all other
forms in EA, except impv.)

G inf. Vpho (1o goup) | (PRIR) pomB | < P5on5 [ (On this ‘degeminating /n/

< PQDL"* see M&P §3C)

G impf. S3M 777 (to go) (7)) 77| (<72m) | M&P attribute these
common G impf. forms to
an unattested root v 177

Verbs with guttural letters:

i) Shorti/e/u vowels preceding I¥IIT at the end of a syllable become ‘a’.
ii) Short vowels before ® and 7 may be lengthened.

iii) A vocalic Sewa ¢ under a guttural usually becomes & ¢; (or & ).

iv) NB These changes are usually INVISIBLE in consonantal EA !

I11. guttural (or Lamed Guttural):
Always changes a preceding ‘e’ into ‘a’, and often the ‘v’ of the G impf. into ‘a’.

Examples:
Gptc. SM ¥ (to hear) (>RY) Y | (cf. 20D)
G impf. S3M VIO (to send) (Mow) M50 | (cf. 202
Hpf. S3M  VITOW (to find) (M) mown | (cf. 202)




L.’ (or Pe Aleph):

i) The vocalic Sewa ¢ under an initial aleph becomes & ¢ (or € ¢;). [Invisible in EA.]
ii) Inthe G impf. and infin., and tG, the aleph elides, lengthening the preceding vowel.
iii) In H and tH forms the initial aleph is replaced by waw or by yodh. [cf. Ly verbs]

Examples:
Gpf. S3M ¥R (to say) (1K) PN | (cf. 202)
G impf. S3M V92K (to eat) (5287) 528 | (£ oM7Y | Sometimes elided aleph is

not written; e.g. =1n’ for
SNRS ‘to say”’.

H impf. S2M ¥ 7128 (to perish) | (T729M) 72370 | (cf. 2027M) | NB This form not yet
attested in EA, but probably
existed !

Verbs containing either w or y :

Ly (or Pe Yodh):

In Aramaic, roots that once began with w have merged with those that began with y (cf. Arabic

wahaba, Aramaic yahab, ‘to give’).

i) The original w reappears in the G inf., and in one group of verbs in the H and tH stems.

ii) The y disappears in the G impf. and impv.

iii) [In BA only, the loss of y in the G impf. and impv. can lead to gemination of the 2" root letter,
and, in the case of V¥ (to know), insertion of a ‘degeminating »’; e.g. ¥ <V < D],

Examples:
G inf. V2P (to sit) (2m2) 201 | (cf. 2032m) | From an old form of inf,
maktab ?
Hpf. S3M 50" (to add) (AR¥) AT | (cf. 2027 | Cf. “Joseph’, ‘[God] will

increase’. Some original L.y
verbs keep y in H forms.

G impf. S3F V19" (to give birth) (75m) 50 | (cf. 2M2M) | Other final vowels attested
' in BA: 527 (52, to be able);

| (2, to sit).

IL.w/y (Ayin Waw | Yodh):

i) In G and H forms (except G ptc.), w/y function as vowels, and so are not always written. (In G
ptc. and in D forms the second root letter takes a vowel, and so functions as a consonant.)

ii) In G pf. most Il.w and ILy verbs have the same forms, but a small minority are distinct.

iii) In G impf. all Il.w and IL.y verbs are distinct.

Examples:

Gpf.S3M VO (to stand) (@R) op | (cf. 202)
VO (to put) (ob) ow
VD (to die) (0) o

G impf. S3M VDD (to stand) | (@R} .2PY) OP" | (cf. 2027 [For SF impv. "3 see Mark
V2 (to put) (o> o) owr 5:41, TaMBa kovp (mss.
I o die : (mm.?) o BR); Talba koot (A vg).]

Hpf.S3M  DOIP (to stand) (@) O | (cf. 202D)




1Ly (Lamedh Yodh):
A common form [includes \i1977 (‘was”)]. Original III.” and IIL.y verbs are converging in Aramaic.

i) There are two G pf. patterns, "33 (sabi, to desire) and 7113 (bana, to build), of which the second
is far more common. (But the endings of the first, "33, are those found in all other forms.)
ii) Jussives end in —y (*-) whereas imperfects end in —h (77-). [in BA =" (8-)].

Examples:
Gpf. S3M T (was) (M) M| (cf. 202)
G pf. S2M V133 (to build) (DM3) M2 | (cf. B~ N2IDD)
G impf. S3M v 7133 (to build) (7327 M3 | (cf. 202
VT (was) 2 mm /) mm
Hpf.S3M V133 (to build) (%3277) "3 | (cf. 2027)
VTR (to come) () e

I1.geminate (Double Ayin):

There are very few examples of these attested in EA, except Hoy (to enter).

i) In G and H forms, the 2" root letter is written once only (except G passive ptc.)

ii) In pronunciation, the 2" root letter may have been geminated (when not word final). Hence in
some cases of G impf., and H pf. and impf., a ‘degeminating n’ appears.

iii) In D and tD the forms are regular.

Examples:

Gpf. S3M V95 (to enter) (5p) 5| (cf. 203)

Hpf S3M V59V (to enter) Gyam S | £ apom | (< Bym)
Dpf.S3M V551 (to speak) (55m) 551 | (cf. an2)

Some verbs occasionally appear to drop a root letter, so if you can only identify 2, it could be:

a)
b)
c)
d)

In
Ly
IL.w/y
II.gem




Weak Verbs: Some comparative paradigms

G stem:
STRONG L.y’ IL.w/Y I.GEM
S3M an3 =} M2 o by
S3F nans Ny na nwp noy
ssM | (g)pa02|  pes o3 nap| [BARSDR  ?moy
S2F MAD? | MI¥ T3 nhp | [BARP2H] 2 Moy
2 s nanD| MBS M| TBp| [BAnZpy] 2npy
2 [pm 120D Y3 3 o 1oy
P3F m03| Moy M2 R Py
P2M PRIND | 7NN "D PR | [BA PRZRY] ? ALY
P2F L I e a2 R | [BAINTDY] 2 1mw
P1 R3202 23 "33 Mpp | [BANWDON] 2Ny
STRONG Ly’ IL.w/y II.GEM
S3M R M o o3 i
S3F anon 2o o D3Pn 5bm
S2M anon Maan o DIPR bbn
. | S2F 12020 PIRR | rRYn PR 1oun
AC . o) I Rl Ees  ew| i)
S | PM a0 M| ey e oy
~ | P3F 1702 [REE 122 1P 17
P2M 113050 man | pEkn PR noun
P2F 13020 TRR | R PR 1280
Pl o) M) o) D) by




STRONG Ly/” ILw/y II.GEM
S3M 2027 337 o (5pam) Sm
S3F nan3g 3T nRr noyn
s2M R0 A=y R noyn
S2F "nanT gak=h R "Ny
2 | 2 mRT| L PRPIL Ny
% P3M Ehmighely| M2 MR 5P
P3F 130T Qe TP arkn
P2M 13RN27 190M30 ﬁﬁp”pg ]ﬂﬂ'?;?tl
PF 130T I3 Loy noyn
P1 N30T 12 N3RPT N3P
STRONG ILy/ ILw/y II.GEM
S3M IR A O'RT L OF) (pam) Sy,
S3F =iy TR o°pR pn
s2M 30270 M3 o°pR 2y
_ | S2F 130270 1330 TRRR 1"opn
AC. zac L =) ) vy
£ [P 1D mam| (wRm) R 1oy
= | p3F 13077 D) N 1Py,
P2M | ]1ED2TN 13230 PP 1opIn
PF 130270 13370 1P 17¥In
Pl 302 T3 0P oy

NB Many of these forms taken from BA.



II1.Y/’ VERBS

[IDEALISED, WITH GAPS IN ATTESTED FORMS FILLED BY ANALOGY]

BASE INTENSIVE CAUSATIVE
G Gp tG D Dp tD H Hp tH
S3M "33 M3 12 120N 2 120N =
S3F n3s niz nManm N33 N3N by b by
S2M oy miz R o2 N D2
. | S2F nIy K= nManT 2 N gai=h
Sist | ooomasl o omml maEnTl M3 M| e
§ PM | Ton -1 ™13 IO ™3 ~ manm M| =l
P3F =3 i3 4200 a2 3200 a3
P2M > 19073 Klgheeiyly gkl 1IN0 i ghe=hi
P2F aj=k ! Lkl k! k=i {al=h
Pl "33 142 13200 12 132007 120
S3M Guss. 327) M maan M maan: (m322) mam
S3F (uss."330) man s a0 330D =ty
$2M Guss."32m) Mmaan s a0 maann M2
& | S2F Guss."12m) 1320 173300 1320 13300 13200
S st Guss.2) mas| | omEsl o WA mans| mams|
§ P3M (Guss. 2227) 792 193320 =X 1930 =t
— | P3F Guss.?) 13122 12 [EEN LN [REEN
P2M (juss. 22M) 1920 192200 1%2n 193300 19200
P2F Guss. ?) 120 14200 13320 13200 14200
P (uss. ?) MM e 132 320 M2
2 |SM 12 3 20
S | SF () 13
= | PM 22 23 by
~ | PF
o | SM a3 a3 Ra3ann "a3an Ra3an Ra2a0n 30 | R0
= | sF a3 a3 T30 | IR | IR TR0 | TIR0R | 3R
= | PM 132 "3 7IEOR | 1EEn | Eaw 7IION | 1I2TR | 1N3TR
- |PF 112 132 2R | EeR| 7R 200 | 129208 | 14200
INF maan AN T3 AN 20




